UPSIDE-DOWN
VOLUME V: Troublesome
Intro: Getting back
They were sitting in front of that TV set, Keiko couldn’t attend any of the phone calls she was getting. On that news program, they had watched how Ryo Nishikido had announced that he was about to confess his love for Ryoko.
-What’s going on? –Keiko was too surprised and confused.

-It seems those two had something going on… -MaBo mumbled- no wonder he hated it when we were hanging on with you girls.

-I guess I’ll have to go and meet the girls, -she finally said- Yamamoto will know what to do.
-I guess, -he smiled- I should get going to find out what’s really going on with Rei.
-Oh… -Keiko blushed, she suddenly realized they had been alone for a while in her apartment coach- yes… I’ll call you later.

-O.K. –he said reaching the door- but don’t tell the girls that Rei’s here yet.

-I understand –she said. He opened the door to leave then he stopped himself, turned his back and reached Keiko.

-Oh yes –he said- I nearly forgot…

-What -she said wondering what he had to say this time. But her answer didn’t have to wait, he took her on his arms, held her, and before leaving, he kissed her with a passion she never thought she could feel.

-Welcome back –he said, and then he disappeared, leaving her standing up frozen, all shocked.
Track #1: Compassion Part1
Mary Kitagawa was unusually standing on her office, facing the biggest trouble she had bumped into, ever since she took the main control of the jimusho. That was even worse than when they had to disband their main groups to avoid bankruptcy, and seeing that one of her past saviours was now the main cause of that problem, was making her feel dizzy.
On the other side, Rei was vowing as much as she could, not daring to speak, while his companion was trying to make her stand, refusing to let her bow.
-It’s all my fault –he said to Mary-sama- she shouldn’t be vowing to you, Rei, get up please.

But she didn’t move. She had been trying so hard to avoid that, not the moment of shame, but the fact that she was now destroying her most beloved person’s career, and that she couldn’t do anything about it.

-Enough, -Mary-sama managed to say- Rei you will faint if you keep on vowing. Get up, please.

Rei was still ashamed, and scared, but the tune Mary-sama had used had been surprisingly calm, so she raised her body and her head, and tried standing, while lowing her sight.

-Rei, -she spoke again- I know that Western people always face up the people they’re talking to, if you don’t face me and look me into my eyes, I will take it a sign of cowardy.
She raised her head slowly. That had been another surprising sentence coming out of Mary Kitagawa’s mouth. Rei knew that Japanese people never looked each other into their eyes, as a sign of respect, she had always skipped those conventional manners, but now, she had thought it would’ve been even more disrespectful to look her right in the eye.

-I want to speak to her, alone –she said to Okada.

-I won’t leave the room, -he said firmly while still vowing- if she stays, I’ll stay. She’s my responsibility now.

-Rei? –Mary-sama looked at her, waiting for a reply.
-I never meant to be his responsibility, miss –she said still embarrassed- but he’s right, if there’s anything you’ve got to tell me now, he’s got the right to know.

-O.K. –she said seriously- I need to sit down… -she aproached Rei- you need to sit down, -she took her to her sofa- Okada-kun, you better join us.

He walked quickly to Mary Kitagawa’s special meetings zone, the one she got reserved for important visitors and meetings, and he took his seat.
-I cannot say that I’m not surprised by this -she started-, althought I knew that you left because of one of my boys.

Okada’s eyes opened widely. So, Rei had actually spoke to Mary-sama about her departure?

-I know -she said ashamed-, and I’m sorry, I actually had no intention to come back.

-But since you’re here -Mary-sama kept on with her speech-, we’ve got to start thinking on what to do.
They both couldn’t speak. It was obvious that Mary Kitagawa might be hiding her true angryness.

-As I said, -she continued talking- I’m surprised that you’re actually pregnant -Rei blushed-, but what surprised me the most, is that Okada-kun’s the father. Didn’t you both hate each other?

And her tune was more like the one a grandmother would use with her children.

-Well… -Rei didn’t know what to say- that…

-I gave her a hard time -Okada was the one to speak-, that’s true, and I feel so sorry for that. But if I went after her is because I do love her.

-Nice -Mary-sama tried to not smile-, but anyway, I thought the reason why you left might be Taichi Kokubun or even Ninomiya-kun.
-What? –Okada yelled, and Rei froze. Then she started laughing.

-I don’t know… -Mary-sama excused herself- Taichi-kun insisted so much to know why you had left, he even took a week off and I guess he went to see you, didn’t he? –Rei nodded her head- But Ninomiya-kun was also all the time nagging us asking about you, so…

-I’m sorry I mislead you Mary-sama -she said feeling less ashamed-, Taichi-kun and Ninomiya-kun are just two good friends who worried  about me more than I expected.
-I see… -she replied- but thinking it a little bit more, -Mary-sama couldn’t actually scold them- you always liked him, ne?

Rei lowed her head, her face was all red. It was true that when she had first met with Mary Kitagawa she had told her that her favourite Johnny was Junichi Okada, and her favourite band was V6. Mary-sama hadn’t forgot about that.

-Well, -Mary-sama spoke again- as much as a trouble it is, I cannot be mad at you -she said-, but that doesn’t mean that this isn’t going to be troublesome.
-I understand –Rei said.

-I’m ready to face any consequences –Okada added.

-Well, then you both have to wait until my brother evaluates this situation -she could see the fear in Rei’s eyes but, however, Okada remained still, not showing any signs of fearless-, and I cannot assure you that he will think the same way as me.

Track #2:Confessions
Why was her cell phone ringing that much? She couldn’t be attending all those calls, her Juniors were too busy getting ready for the recording stage of Shonnen Club. Sure that has been about Keiko coming back, but she hadn’t got time to see her, she would meet her friend later.

-Remember to raise your arms slowly –she was still giving them instructions-, there’s a lot more to shoot today, so let’s try to do it as quick as we can or your managers will get mad at me too.

-Don’t worry sensei -one of the boys told her-, we’ve got it all right.
She went out of the dressing room and when she was going down that corridor she spotted her least favourite face. She tried ignoring him and passed him running, but he had started following her until he reached her and cornered in front of some staff members.

-Don’t run –he said.

-What are you doing? –She was panicking, why was he causing such a conmotion in front of all those people?

-I came here to talk to you –he said proudly speaking-, and since I already announced to those cameras, I don’t see any reason that stops me from saying it right here.

-What? –Ryoko was shaking, what was he trying to do?

-I came to tell you that I’m sorry, -he started- I jumped into conclusions and got furious –he continued- but that was because I was jealous – he didn’t stop his speech while more staff members had gathered there to presence that scene-. Ever since you came into my life, it felt like something wasn’t right –he said while getting on his knees.
-What are you doing? Get up!

-I hated when you ignored me -he continued speaking standing on his knees-, I hated when you were friendly with the other guys, but when we started to be friends, I realized that I only wanted you for myself alone…

-Nishikido –she said in a low and hysterical voice, she was feeling so embarrassed.

-I came to tell you that I don’t care what the others will think -he wasn’t stopping, despite of her requests-, I don’t care what the media will say, and I don’t care if they want us to keep this on the low –Ryoko felt how a cold sweat was reaching her front- because I only want to let you know that I love you, and that I won’t allow any other man to touch you.
-Jeez! –She finally said- Couldn’t you do this any other time?
-No -he smiled wildly-, and I won’t get out until you give me an answer.

The people surrounding them were making a big fuss. Some women were jelous of the scene, some were comenting how romantic that was, others were saying that was way too foolish, but then a girl from the improvised crowed yelled her ‘Say yes!’ and suddenly everyone there started laughing.
-That’s right! –Said another woman- This guy has never been that serious!

-You can bet! –Said another one- This must be the first time in years that he has caused a scandal that’s not about womanizing and doing ashaming stuff.
-But he’s still an idol -said another one-, this will make a big fuss.

Suddenly everyone there had something to say about that matter, Ryo tried ignoring them and his eyes never missed Ryoko’s face, but she was being aware of all those people’s comments, to the point that she started considering the fact that Ryo was showing her his real feelings for the first time. There he was, in front of her, standing on his knees, the guy who had always been too cool to put himself in evidence, and he was asking her out.
-If you make me upset -she said slowly-, I’ll definitely kill you.

-I wont –and he got up again and kissed her on her cheek. He thought that giving her a french kiss right there, would only cause a greater commotion.

Some of the women there started clapping, then a few men followed, until everybody was giving a huge applause.

-Enough -she said-, I might be in everybody’s gossip pieces now, but I’m still someone who’s got a job, and who’s responsible of her acts.

-I’ll see you later then? –He said smiling.
-You go and take care of this -Ryoko said seriously–, because it won’t be long until it reaches Mary-sama’s ears.

She got away with all her usual class, entering the hall where they used to record Shonnen Club’s show, avoiding her work-mates comments, she took her position, and got ready to work hard.

Later, she would check out her cellphone to find out that all that buzzing and messages had been trying to warn her about the embarrassing scene she had just lived that day. <<Great, so all the media already knew it before me>> she said to herself.

When she got back home that night she couldn’t got into her building, all the paparazzi that had gathered there were too noisy. She tried sneaking without being seen, as she wasn’t sure whether they were there because they knew Ryo live there, or because of her, or maybe they already knew both of them lived in the same building, door by door.

She got her cell phone and called Uchi, but his cell phone was off. Then she called her sister, but she didn’t replied either. None of the girls were available, so she had to call Ryo at last.

-Hello? –He said when he answered his phone.

-Are you at home? –She asked.

-Are you kidding? –He laughed- they don’t know that I live there, but they do know it’s your place.

-How come…? –She was wondering why did they know about her apartment but couldn’t know about Ryo’s.

-A friend rented it for me -he said-, I moved there because I was being too followed to my old place, so I decided to move places and got someone else to fill my paperwork, the owner agreed to that because he understood my situation.
-Really? –She was pissed off, neither of them could go back home, but he actually seemed to enjoy it, and the media didn’t know he was actually living next door.

-Where are you? –he asked.
-I’m sneaking out –she said coldly- I cannot go in there, and nobody’s answering my calls, not even Hiroki-kun.

-You called him? –Now Ryo sounded upset.
-Are you jelous? –She was enjoying that moment, for the first time.

-Of course I am! –He yelled from the other side of the line- You called him before trying to call me, how come I cannot get jelous?
-I thought you would be running like me –that was her excuse-, and Uchi’s got Rei’s apartment keys, so I thought I could crash in there for a while.

-He’s got her keys? –He found it weird, even knowing those two were friends, after Hiroki’s told him.

-Yeah… -suddenly Ryoko realized that Uchi did know a lot of Rei that not even she knew, but it wasn’t the time to worry about those two and Rei’s whereabouts, she needed a place to stay.

-I’m with my sempai, -he said finally- he came to find me after watching me on TV.

-Fine… -Ryoko was about to hang up.

-Wait! –He sensed her moves- Tell me where you are and we’ll come to get you.
Track #3: Who’s that girl?
-This –for the first time in a couple of years, the real master of the jimusho had entered the offices building- is way too serious Mary.

-I know, -she said- but it has no remedy now.

-I thought that I left the jimusho in the best hands I could, but first it came that dirty plot, and now this.

-And I’m so sorry dear brother, -she didn’t want to look weak in front of her powerful brother- but this is something that had gone out of their hands.

-I can’t help to say that I’m really disappointed with Okada-kun –he said-, he gave me some little scandals once in a while, he even went serious with that actress once, but he never got a girl pregnant. That woman must been too smart to get her a belly like that.

-Please! –She complained- This is not exactly how it happened.

-No? –He started getting furious- I thought that we wouldn’t have cases like Kimura’s again. I did agree to Inohara’s and Yamaguchi’s weddings because they knew how to manage their personal relationships and because I knew that wouldn’t cause any harm to their fans, but we’re talking about one of our most valuable boys! 

-I know! –She also raised her voice- But Rei didn’t plan to get pregnant, and when she found out she decided to not come back.

-Then tell me why she’s here now?

-Okada went after her -she said lowing her voice again-, she didn’t tell anyone where she was going, but I guess somebody guessed it and told Okada to go and get her.

-It’s hard to believe –he said with sarcastic voice.

-I’m only going to say it once -Mary started getting way too serious-, you can be mad at the situation, you can keep thinking that this scandal will cause us a big trouble, but I don’t allow you to speak about her like that.

-Why? –He said confused, how could her sister, being such strict with her idols, even more than he had ever been, be speaking to him like that in someone else’s behalf?

-Because while working with them -she started explaining-, I became to observe Rei’s ways of doing things, she has never lied to me except for one occasion.
-She never lied to you? –He laughed- But you saying she lied you once, then how can you know she’s not plotted all this?

-Because when I offered the best position in the jimusho -her eyes were deeply fierce-, not only she refused it with humility but she also explained to me that she couldn’t accept it because she had been sleeping with one of the boys.

-What? –He got shocked by this revelation- She actually confessed that to you?

-Indeed, she did -Mary admitted-, and not only I told her to stay, because she’s one of the best managers and producers we have ever got with us, but I offered her the possibility to get this relationship normalized.
-You did what? –He was now outraged. Did Rei mean that much to her sister?

-And yet -Mary continued disturbing her brother-, she refused by saying that staying would only cause him and the jimusho trouble. Now I know that when she told that, she already knew she was pregnant, but she refused to stay, not only because of Okada, but also for V6 and, even if she didn’t tell me then, I know she did it for Hiroki-kun’s sake.
-Hiroki-kun? –Johnny Kitagawa was now amazed, what kind of woman was that Rei? –What has he to do with her?

-She’s been interfering for him all the time she had worked with us -she said-, it wasn’t hard to find out that they were close friends. She didn’t dare to request anything on his behalf before leaving -added Mary-, I guess she felt too ashamed already to demand anything else.
-Is this girl that important? –He said irritated- How can you not know if she’s doing it for money?
-Wake up brother! –She said getting up her seat- She’s got four clubs in four different cities, her own recording studios, and enough number 1’s to live a wealthy live, she doesn’t need any money from us! –She said as irritated as his brother-. She didn’t need to work for us either, like the other girls, but still she did that, against her own will, only because we convinced her that it was the only way to save the agency.
Suddenly somebody knocked on the door. Mary opened it herself, to find behind it V6’s leader requesting to be attended.

-I guess this must be solved now -she said making him get into the room. When he saw the old man sitting there, he vowed once and waited for Mary to come back to her seat-, tell me Sakamoto-kun, what do you want to tell us?

-I came to speak on behalf of my group mate and Rei-san, -he said and then he vowed again, with the lowest vow he got- please, allow them to carry on with their relationship, we’ll face any circumstances that might be waiting for us.
-Nonsense! –Said Johnny-sama, but he couldn’t help but feel afraid of seeing such serious man like Sakamoto vowing like that for someone else’s sake.
-Please! –The door suddenly opened and more boys came in. It seemed that Nagano, Inohara, Kokubun, Yamaguchi and even Joushima, had decided to skip their turns to enter the room. They all rushed at once to pay company to V6’s leader and vow beside him.

-What the…? –Johnny-sama was certaintly shocked, but those men weren’t moving an inch- Is Tonisen and nearly all TOKIO? 

-Well, -now it was Go Morita entering the room- we all know what’s going on, -he said reaching his friends- and we all wanted to be on their side- and he vowed too.

-You see? –Mary-sama looked at her brother – If she had been plotting it all along, you wouldn’t have them vowing for them.

-That’s right, -now it was Miyake’s turn- I should be angry and furious, but I do know them both, and I know they haven’t done this in purpose. We won’t move until you assure us you’ll forgive them both.
When Ken went to vow with his mates, Johnny-sama stood up.

-How many of you know about this? –He was too perplexed.

-Only us, -replied Sakamoto- and Matsuoka who can’t be here right now. 

-Of course, you’re V6 guys… -Johnny-sama mumbled- I had to know that Okada-kun would have never come here without having spoke this to you first, am I wrong?

-No sir, -said Sakamoto still vowing- they both wanted to let us know before coming here, but we haven’t got time to discuss it properly.

-Jeez… -He kept being angry- What am I supposed to do now? How are we going to explain to the media that we have a three months pregnant girl from Okada-kun?
-The fans will get to accept it, sooner or later -a new voice had entered the room-, is all about how we sell the story to the media.
-Noriyuki? –Johnny-Kitagawa was now starting to feel scared.
-I called him –said Mary-sama who had guessed her brother’s worries.

-But I came as fast as I could -he said-, because I can’t allow you to mistreat Rei.

-Do you know her too? –Johnny-sama felt he would collapse soon.

-No -he said-, I only shared a few words with her once. However, I’m aware of her job while being here at the jimusho, and I’m aware that she’s 60% responsible of our new success. And I’m also aware of what she did when she knew that she was pregnant.

-You knew it? –Mary-sama was now confused.

-Not too long ago, thought –he excused himself- I decided to wait and see if Okada-kun would go after her.
-How…? –All the voices but one raised at the same time.
-Taichi-kun? –Higashiyama-san looked at his kouhai.
-Well -he raised his head-, after checking it out myself what were her real motives to leave, I had a surprising visit from one of our kouhais, and we both concluded that the best would be let someone powerful enough to know, in case Okada succeeded on taking her back, otherwise, nobody would believe that she hadn’t planned to do that.

-Smart move, -said Yamaguchi to his band-mate- but who’s that kouhai?

-He can’t tell -Mary-sama interfered them-, right? I guess who’s that boy, thought.

-It’s enough boys -Johnny-sama had already understood that he had no choice but accept the circusmtances-, you can all go, except for Sakamoto-kun and Morita-kun, as leaders of V6 and Kamisen, you better stay to discuss this with us.
-Thank you Johnny-san –they all vowed again.
-Excuse me -Joushima spoke to the master- but, even if I’m not from V6, I would like to stay as well. TOKIO has come here on Rei’s behalf, and I think she should be represented as well.
-O.K., O.K. … -he said not understanding why a girl like her could get that much attention- and you? –He had noticed Taichi’s eyes demanding his attention.
-I don’t mean to be rude but -Taichi-kun started speaking-, as one of Rei’s best friends, and as a person who has known more about this than anyone else, I would like to stay, and I think that Miyake-kun should stay too.

-Really… -Johnny-sama was pissed off, but more like a child would get upset about some nonsense- you guys are getting on my nerves! Is all right, you can all stay!
Track #4: That Whole Mess
-Phones off girls –Yamamoto was leading that special and urgent meeting at Rei’s club. They had gathered at her office, even now that she wasn’t there, because Uchi had told them that would’ve been the best place for that, and that they wouldn’t need the owner’s permission since all the staff there knew them, and Yamamoto had kind off a ‘free-pass’ for those matters. 

The girls all turned their cell-phones off. They didn’t want to be disturbed but, most importantly, if Ryoko tried to contact them now, they wouldn’t know what to tell her yet.

-I’m extremely shocked – were Sae’s words.

-I am not… -said Yamamoto.

-Really? –Asked Keiko, who had been too off to understand how suddenly Ryo Nishikido had changed his interests.

-It was obvious that Ryo liked her –Maki-chan added her part-, that’s why he was kinda a scary stalker… all the time getting pissed off for not receiving the attention he needed… but I thought our Ryoko had already forgot of the days she used to like him.
-That’s why I’m shocked –said Sae again.
-Honey –Yamamoto put her hand on Sae’s shoulder-, you’ve got enough with your ‘drama’ to realize your sister still had something for him.

-What the fuck? –Sae said furious- She’s been ignoring him all the way long.
-She’s been living next doors to him for a few months now –was Yamamoto’s reply.

-What! –They all said at once, getting all upset for not knowing.

-No wonder she wasn’t showing us her place anymore! –Maki laughed.

-Well –Yamamoto interrupted again-, none of you has got the time to actually drop into her place.

-Then how did you know? –Asked Keiko.

-I’ve got my sources… -she put some evil eyes.

-Seriously –Keiko was tired of Yumiko’s games-, you and Otome are the worst!
-Otome’s not here… -Yamamoto reminded her.

-When she knows this –Sae talked again-, She’ll faint.

-Whatever… -Keiko was still trying to make Yumiko Yamamoto talk- I bet that Uchi found out first.
-How…? –Touched it.

-It’s obvious we didn’t got time to drop into her apartment, but Uchi’s always stuck to her –Keiko had her ‘sources’ aswell –and now that Rei’s not here, he would go there more often.

-So… -Sae was still one second behind- Those two had been living next doors for a while?
-I bet that’s how they started communicating with each other –added Keiko.

-What else then? –Yumiko laughed.
-Girls! –Maki stopped their gossip time- We’ve got a situation here!

-Oh, yes… -Yumiko got a hold of herself- I hate not having Otome around.

-Well –Maki continued-, Rei’s not here either… so we need to think of something fast. Mary-sama must be really mad right now.
-I don’t know… -Yumiko wondered- she hasn’t contacted me yet. All the calls I’ve got have been from media companies and tabloids… but I guess that being Ryo himself the one to speak directly to them, there’s nothing too much to clear up.
-There are witnesses that have seen the right moment when he confessed to her and she agreed –said Keiko.
-They`re even more exposed than Sae and Kato! –Maki said.
-Thank you for reminding me that… -said Sae with blue eyes.
-What we’ll tell to Mary-sama? –Asked Maki to try avoid Sae’s matter.
-I don’t really now –Yumiko was too way lost now-, and I don’t want to disturb Otome. She’s already having a tough time in London now.
-Why on Earth would that punk ask Ryoko out? –yelled Keiko.
-And why on Earth would my sister say ‘yes’? –Sae laughed. She found all that really funny, since it would divert the attention she was getting herself.
-It’s obvious we’ve been missing the important part here –regretted Maki.
-Whatever –Yumiko interrupted them again-. The best thing to do will be allowing them to date for a month, and then make them ‘break up’ officially.

-That would be sad –said Maki.
-That’s true –Keiko agreed-, now that Ryo has proved himself to be a man, them breaking up after only a month is too lame…

-But his fans are way too crazy! –Complained Sae.

-Some of his fans –pointed Yumiko.

-Well –Keiko thought about it deeply-, is true that your sister will have a tough time.

-Jeez –Yamamoto sighed-, we need to send her out for a while.
-That could do – smiled Maki-, is a good idea.

-Yeah –Sae was about to said something smart, as well-, but in return, he should be taking off after she’s back.
-Brilliant! –Yumiko praised her friend- If we’ve got them in different places all the time, the media pressure will give up.

-That’s right –said Keiko-, and if after a few months, they’re still together, fans will actually become to accept it more, seeing that they’re even able to keep their love in the distance.
-We can bet how long they’re going to stand it –Sae laughed.
-Sae! –Maki and Keiko scolded her- She’s your sister!

-I take the bet! –Yumiko laughed, and the other two girls looked at her with despise. Then Keiko felt a buzz in her pocket, she secretly looked at it, and then she got up.
-I’m sorry –she excused herself-, gotta leave now.

-Oh, really? –Maki sounded sad, perhaps she was getting distracted with all that, something that allowed her to not think about how lonely it felt being appart of Maru-kun.
-What the fuck? –Said Yamamoto when Keiko had already left the club.

-I thought you said ‘cell phones off’… -Sae had noticed it.

-What is she hiding from us? –Maki felt intrigued.

-I don’t know –Yumiko put on her devil eyes-, but it must be really important.
-Well –Sae spoke again-, we shall wait until we’ll have this matter solved, before we can find out what’s on Keiko’s sleeve…
Track #5: One Man (Interlude)
-How…? –Rei was still too dizzy after all that stress and shame in the meeting, she wasn’t able to speak, but she had to ask about his presence, after seeing he had been waiting for them to come out the jimusho.

-Let’s get in the car quickly –he replied- we’ll talk there.

The three of them jumped into her Japanese car, Okada took the wheel, and she sat down beside him, while their unexpected guest sat down on the backseat.
-He’s here because I called him –Okada said not taking his sight off the road.

-You guys cannot go wherever near your apartments –he begun-, you know senpai has always paparazzi waiting for him, and Rei –he put his right hand on her shoulder- your place might be guarded by your friends.
-What do you suggest? –She was finally able to ask.
-Wherever we go –Okada replied instead-, we can be seen.

-Your club’s not an option either –their passenger said-, the girls are there right now, just left them a few minutes ago.
-My club ain’t a comfortable place anyway –she seemed to be getting back to her normal and confident self-, and anyone’s house won’t do. Jeez, you’re all idols being stalked.

-Hotels aren’t an option either –their passenger said.
-We already came together in the same plane –Okada interrupted them-, I don’t mind if we get caught up in a Hotel.
-You’re not talking seriously –Rei scolded him-, we cannot mess it all up now that they might be still discussing about us.

She wanted to say out loud <<that’s why I run away and didn’t want to come back>>, but she just couldn’t.

-Let’s go to Yokohama –their passenger said-, I’ll drop you off at the Shinkansen’s station and you just go home.
-How come you know everything? –Okada complained a little bit jealous inside, the man who was sitting behind them happened to even know about her secret home.

-Rei’s like my big sister to me –he said-, you don’t have to mind me that much.
-We’re more than that sweetheart –Rei corrected him-, Hiroki’s my protegée.
Okada didn’t say anything, he just felt something piercing his stomach. 
-I thought that was Nino –he tried to calm himself down. Rei and Hiroki, both laughed.

-Nino’s a friend –she smiled-, a good one. Quite like Kokubun.
-Yeah –he was feeling too bitter now-, you seem to have a lot of male friends…
-Right –she said putting her left hand on her leg with a sweet touch-, but only one man.

Track #6: They’ve stolen your Homeland 
Fans weren’t recovering at all from Ryo’s confession, now they were already shocked with the news that Uchi might never be back to Kanjani nor NEWS.

Johnny-sama had returned to control some things, and that had been one of his first announcements, beign part of his new jimusho’s policy.

He had said he would have a major come back for the Kansai band, and that he would concentrate his efforts in making the Junior bands more popular. So Kiss-My-Ft.2 and ABC-Z’s were filled up with work, and the new-debuted bands, all of them under the lead role of a Hey! Say! JUMP boy, were about to get busy.
Kanjani would had another 47th prefactures tour, but the name hadn’t been announced yet. He wanted to equal the news between Arashi’s upcoming album and new Asia tour, their attempt to assault Korean charts, and the other big fuss of the year: KAT-TUN letting go one of their most legendary members.

-So finally –Chie, one of the ‘Seven Swans’ who had plotted the past plan to save the jimusho, was speaking to her friend Saki on the phone-, he has got what he wanted. I knew he didn’t like it here.

-Is not like that… -Saki was excusing Jin Akanishi for leaving the group to pursue a career in the US, where he had less probabilities to succeed than a dog would in a cat’s neighbour-hood.

-Whatever you say –Chie was a little bit upset-, I know that he wasn’t happy being in KAT-TUN. He shouldn’t had to come back then.

-Well –Saki spoke to debate her friend-, I’m not regretting it. This way he’s still a Johnny, and he might actually do something in the US.
-You bet…
Ninomiya had been too busy with other matters to be enjoying the fact they would be going to Korea, but Ohno reminded it to him every now and then. Sho and Aiba were already planning what they wanted to eat there, and MatsuJun was too busy choosing their new outfits.

Kanjani members seemed to be cheered up, despite of some of their personal troubles, after knowing they would get back together but, the news Johnny-sama got concerning their suspended eighth member were giving them back the gloomier mood.

Even Ryo had been sad. Not only he wouldn’t have Uchi back, although he had already been used to, but his new girlfriend would be sent overseas in order to pacify their fandom.
-And right after she’d be back from Spain –he complained- we’ll be already touring the 47th prefactures.

-Well –Maru put an arm over his shoulders-, welcome to my World.

To make it even better, Johnny-sama had disposed that Juniors would come and go from Spain to learn ‘Flamenco’ and other dance disciplines, so Ryoko would look like someone really hardworking and useful to the agency. That way, even if they ended breaking up, they could keep her working there.
-Nice way to cover up your scandal –said Yumiko Yamamoto to her friend Ryoko. All the girls, except Otome of course, had gathered again at Rei’s club to discuss the news that have spreading everywhere.

-We already decided and suggested on the ‘overseas’ thing –said Maki to Ryoko, explaining what the girls had discuss the day before- but, isn’t it too much to announce those things all at once?
-Well –Sae spoke now-, Arashi’s stuff was scheduled to be announced today.

-That’s true but… -Yumiko took the lead- KAT-TUN’s thing was something too sudden. Jin had already come to the jimusho to request a year apart… but being removed? That’s been something too surprising, even to me.

-Yeah… -Ryoko finally talked- I wonder why they’re taking that much trouble just to cover up for us. Anyway, the scandal was already out at the same moment it occurred.

-Girls… -Keiko was about to speak.

-I’m just happy that Kanjani are going to be back together again –Yumiko interrupted her. She had been too obsessed for not even knowing what would happen to them.

-But Uchi might not be back there… -Ryoko said sadly.

-I wonder what Rei would say about this… -Sae added.

-Girls… -Keiko tried interrupting them again.

-Has Otome seen her in London? –But Maki asked that first.

-We didn’t know for sure she went there –Yumiko replied.

-Where else then? –Sae asked.

-I don’t know… -Yumiko hesitated- New York? L.A.? Her country? Seul? I don’t know, being Rei she could had even gone to Vietnam.

-I thought she might had agreed for Uchi to get back to Kanjani –said Ryoko disapointed.

-I guess we all thought about that… -Maki added.

-That might be true –Yumiko also spoke-, but maybe she wanted him to go solo…
-ARE YOU JOKING? –Maki yelled- You even said they’re going to team him up with Question? And Five, and they’ve got some Juniors tours with him being the main host planned. Rei would’ve hated that!
-You might have a point there… -Yumiko felt suddenly sorry for what she just said.
-Girls… -Keiko tried interrupting them again, but then it was her phone secretly buzzing, and she got up to leave.

-Yes? –Ryoko had heard her- Keiko?

-Nothing… -She had just something else to do now- I’ve got to leave.

And with a fake smile she disappeared.

-Again? –Sae felt irritated- What the hell’s going on with her?

Track #7: Meanwhile
-Have you told them? –MaBo opened the door of his apartment. He was expecting her with anxiety, the day before they had time only to recap what the others had explained to him, about what had happened at Mary-sama’s office.
-No… -She looked down on the floor- I tried so many times, but they were too distracted with Johnny-sama’s bombs to cover up this matter. They even think that all’s to overshadow what happened yesterday with Nishikido and Ryoko-chan.

MaBo laughed, and he got her inside. When he closed the door and her sight rose up again, their eyes met and both of them couldn’t wait to let their lips meet each other as well. After a long kiss, they separated, running out of breath.
-You want to talk about this? –He asked without any shame. Keiko blushed and started looking down again, but his right hand got her head up with a tender caress- I guess we’ll got time later… -he said looking at her with desire- but I just want to let you know, in advance, that I’m for real.
-Is… -she was feeling like the atmosphere there was too hot and her body was burning up on fire- is not that I don’t want to talk about it. Of course I do… -she said trying to stand up his glance- but now we’ve got other matters to take care off.
-Well –he smiled in a pervert way-, we still got some time for us.

-Really? –Surprisingly for him, she returned the same perverted type of smile.

-Yesterday Rei was sent off to Osaka’s Shinkansen by Uchi in Yokohama –he showed a piercing look to her-, and later Okada took another one in Nagoya.

-O.K. –she replied in a slow tune- so… now you guys know.

-I see we communicate quite fine.
-We all knew Hiroki from long ago, before we entered the jimusho –she explained-, but Rei and him have a very special relationship, he even knew about her whereabouts, isn’t that true?
-So… -He was a little bit shocked- you didn’t know for sure that Hiroki would know where she was?
-I never came to think about it –she was honest-, but then, yesterday suddenly I remembered that Hiroki’s like everybody’s secret-keeper. Only that to Rei he’s even more than that, he’s her protegeé, and it seems Johnny-sama found out and punished him already.

-So… -MaBo was still shocked- the decision to announce he might not be back to Kanjani nor NEWS was on that behalf?
-I could bet about it and I wouldn’t loose.

-Wow.
-Enough –she said going to seat down on his coach, taking him with her-, I’m already too lost with all this Okada-Rei thing.
-I know… -he laughed again- Who’ve would guessed those two had an affair?

-Who’ve would guessed that Rei would loose control that way? –She said feeling outraged.

-I always thought she would’ve end up with Kokubun –he said-. After all, they spent a lot of time together.
-Well –she reclined on his shoulder-, you heard him yesterday. He said they were only friends, and that he was already aware of what might be going on with Okada.
-Ken didn’t seem that shocked either… -MaBo added.
-I see… -she turned her face to look directly at him- I had also missed that part.

-Oh… -MaBo explained- I only heard that Ken seemed to be too fond of her… you know…
-Yeah… -she wildly smiled- I know…

And he couldn’t resist to kiss her again. She was so provoking.

-Anyway –she said when their lips separated-, what are we supposed to do now?
-V6 guys are going to meet them –he said- they all parted in different Shinkansens, took them in different places, so it would be harder to notice them.
-And you guys? 
-We wanted to go –he said-, but that would’ve cause too much fuss. Tsuyoshi said it would be better for us to wait here. I didn’t know he also liked Rei that much.
-I think they used to be on the same Van back at PaaWaa –Keiko said-, and, like Subaru, he felt really comfortable with her for the way she treated him.
-He couldn’t make it to Mary-sama’s office either –he spoke for himself too-, but he said that ‘anything for Rei’.

Keiko laughed when MaBo impersonated Tsuyoshi Domoto’s voice. MaBo blushed.

-Masahiro –Keiko still had a question-, have they decided what are they going to do when it’s time to make it public?

But Masahiro had got caught in the moment when Keiko had called him by his first name, and started now kissing her fiercely. She felt that much infatuated, that forgot also about the reason why they had met up that evening. For him, it had been too much months of pursuing her and trying to make her notice his feelings. To her, it had been so many months enjoying his company and attentions, and not realizing that, slowly, she had been falling little by little not only by his charms, but for the way he had impressed her the first time they had met in person. The fact that nobody had ever paid attention to the way those two were stretching their ties, had been the best way to keep on falling for each other, with no-one else around, and being able to keep their time alone naturally that, when they were with other people, nobody could see what was really going on. 
-This last month has been a torture –he whispered to her ear when that kiss reached its end.

-I know –she replied-, and now I really know why.
They started kissing again, slowly, until his hands started going down her back, looking for a way to smoothly get rid of her shirt. Being aware of what was going on, Keiko led his hands until he reached his goal. It wouldn’t be too long after his shirt would get nearly ripped off by her hands. What would come after, would’ve been too much for the coach they were laying on.
Only thirty minutes later, before they could gain forces for a rebound, MaBo’s cell phone started ringing.

-Hi –he tried to sound as quite as possible-, yes? Oh… O.K.

Then he hung up. Keiko hung on his back and kissed his back-neck.

-And well? –she asked.

-We’ve got a meeting in an hour –he turned around to kiss her again- want to get a quick shower?
Track #8: The Sweetest Word
She got there alone, since getting Uchi to jump with her into the Shinkansen it would’ve been too much for Okada, and too much to wake up any rumours around him. While getting there, she had a call from Kokubun explaining her what everybody had done right after they had left and Johnny-sama had got into Mary-sama’s office. Rei felt like crying, after knowing that all TOKIO members were siding with her, and that even Tsuyoshi Domoto had attempted to be there on time. She also felt proud of V6’s members for going there in Junichi’s behalf, even knowing that Ken might still be hurt for everything… however, she only felt scared when she knew about Higashiyama-sama’s irruption into that office. Even knowing that he had spoke on her behalf.

She entered her house and, after turning the lights on, she went upstairs. She got the keys that she kept always on her car, but she got any clothes with her and now, any of her clothes she had in that house would fit her. Only a couple of T-shirts might still fit, because the belly wasn’t that big, and she hadn’t gained that much weight… but her breasts and her butt were another story.

With the news about what had happened, she got some more telling her that Uchi would be ‘punished’ for being her protegeé. So Johnny-sama did hate her, but he shouldn’t be taking it on Uchi after all. She felt so sad and responsible for shattering the hearts of all her fellow Kanjani and Uchi fans. Then Mary-sama called her explaining that this was an old decision his brother had already taken a long time ago, but Rei couldn’t get herself to believe it. Mary-sama had been enough understanding already, she even spoke defending her in front of her infuriated brother.
They were still planning on how to spill it all into the media. Sure that Okada’s and V6’s fans would come to hate her. Even her friends would hate her after knowing what had been going on.
Her phone rung again, before she could go upstairs.

-Hello?

-Rei! –that voice was overjoyed.

-Oh my goodness! –She started to release some tears, but tried to contain herself-Nino!

-Kokubun told me to call you here.
-I know –she said-, I haven’t got time to speak with anybody, but Kokubun called me to give me a report on everything that went on. You little punk…

-I’m too smart, can’t help it –he excused himself.

-I’m amazed on how you found out about everything, anyway.
-Well… -he complained- I still don’t know who’s that protegeé of yours…
-Then you can’t read that well between the lines…
-Wait a minute… -he said- I think I know now! Akanishi?

Rei started laughing really hard. Nino was certainly entertaining.

-You’re unbelievable.

-No? –He sounded disappointed after missing his own guessing.

-You idiot –she said returning to her old self-, Who’s my second Johnny on rank?
-Miyake-senpai can’t be your protegeé! –He protested. Rei laughed even harder.

-Oh! –He yelled- Is Hiroki-kun!
-Bingo –she laughed again.

-Anyway… -he felt a little bit jealous, but he knew that he didn’t need a protector- I wanted to let you know that I’m ready to speak on your behalf.
-I know honey! –She felt emotional again. They spoke for a while and, after an hour, she dismissed the call and went upstairs. When she opened the light of her dorm, she saw for the first time what Junichi had done to her room, getting back all his old posters to their original place, she hadn’t been there ever since that night, and when she saw it, she stood up all shocked and started to cry.
-Aren’t you going inside? –He had arrived already. Rei hadn’t heard him come, she was too lost into her own sorrow. When he noticed what was going on he held her as tightly as he could from the back and kissed her cheek- The only poster that’s got to be here is this or a big picture of us.
She kept on crying, and he tried calming her down the only way he knew, kissing her with all his love. When she stopped it, he took her to the bed.
-Aren’t you saying anything?

-What do you want me to say… -she mumbled- I’m already too ashamed of myself to speak to you.
-Why? –he seemed so surprised to hear that.
-I’ve just destroyed the life of the most important person in my life.
-Wrong –he said kissing her front-, you just made me the happiest man of this World. Come here…

He pushed her body against his and hugged her sweetly.

-I know we haven’t got any time to talk about anything, but I’m sure of what I’m doing.

-How can you be sure? –She said trying to calm her down- You barely know me at all, and we come from a very weird hate-passionate relationship… how can we…?
-I’m sure for the same reason you decided to keep this baby –he started looking at her eyes-, for the same reason you run away. You already admitted that I’m the most important person in your life, can’t I confess that you’re mine?
She blushed not knowing what to say.
-How come you say that I don’t know you at all? –He laughed- You caused me so many emotions not anyone else has ever been able to cause me. I might not know everything about you, but I do know that I love you.
Her tears started showing again, he kissed her to calm her down.

-C’mon –he said-, we better go to sleep. Tomorrow there’s so many people we’ve got to see, and you’ll need some clothes to put on.

He helped her to get undressed, and they both got into bed. When the lights turned off, he held her so tightly and reached her ear with his mouth.

-Already told you twice how I feel about you –he said-, when are you going to give an answer?

-Idiot –she laughed finally-, you knew ages ago that I love you madly. You’ve even seen my old posters. What else you need?

-I want you to be my bride –she felt like crying again-, you bitch… -but he spoiled the moment. Before she could laugh, complain, or punch him, he already had his tongue deep into her mouth-, you’re not running away from me anymore. 
Track #9: Chains Off
If her sister seemed that happy, even knowing she would be flying soon away from Japan... Why couldn’t Sae Kimura feel the same? Ever since she had agreed to date Shigeaki-kun, her life had been boring, but now it was more than that: She felt so much empty inside. Specially after being exposed just for the sake of her boyfriend’s popularity rate.
Not only she felt empty, she also felt guilty for having forget about the people she used to hung on with, specially Yuu Yokoyama. They had been a really crazy couple of friends, and she had started ignoring him at the very moment she started meeting with Shigeaki Kato. She had been unkowingly cruel, but she just felt that being that much friendly with a guy would’ve cause too much jelousy on her boyfriend. It was now too late to call him back for the thousand times he tried contacting her, failing on those attempts. That thinking made her sad. Sure she had mistreated a good friend.

-Are you fine? –Her not-too-beloved boyfriend was beside her, they had gone to the movies. But Sae could only think about what had been going on with her sister and Ryo, about how suspicious was that lately Keiko always dismissed herself from any meetings without even giving a lame excuse, and also about wherever Rei might had gone.

-I’m fine –she replied without any effort.

But when the movie was done and they were alone, Sae was still not there.
-Hun –he said- are you sure that you’re feeling that fine?

-I’m fine... –she said. But inside there was something urging to get out- Is only that...

-What? What do you want to say? –He said putting on a sweet voice.

-I’m sorry... –she started, but in fact she wasn’t sorry at all for what she was about to say- Is only that lately I’ve been thinking...

-Thinking? –He asked confused.

-Yes –she said looking directly at his eyes-, I do think –and a cold silence was made after that. She took a little time to regain her breath-. I don’t really like this.
-This? –He was still confused. What could his girlfriend mean- What this?
-This –she said starting to get a little bit nervous-, our relationship.

-What’s you don’t like, hun? –He asked not believeing what his girl was saying.

-From when do I start? –She was acting again out of indiference for what he might feel, but really knowing what she was actually feeling inside- Is everything. Is us, is the exposing it all thing, is the boring dates, is the ‘we got nothing in common’ thing, is the ‘he’s cute and a good man’ so ‘I don’t want to hurt him’... everything. I’m sorry.
-Boring? –He was feeling outraged- Am I boring?
-Is not that you’re boring –she tried to not hurt him that much, after all-, is more that anything we do is boring to me.
-I can try making more fun stuff...
-No Shige-kun... –she said- I’ve been thinking too much about this. I agreed to date to you because at first I liked you, but, despite you’re a nice guy, I cannot get myself to love you.

-What? –He felt upset, but he had to admit that he wasn’t feeling such passion either.
-C’mon –she smiled-, is not that much of a shock, isn’t it?

-Well... –he started- I must say that I do notice that we don’t have sparkles around anytime we get together or we kiss...

-We’re not even having sex, Shige-kun –she just killed him-. Have you ever wondered why?

A huge silence was his reply. He seemed to be thinking how right she was, he had just sought for a beauty and then he hadn’t stopped to think about whether he actually liked her or not.
-I guess... –he just tried speaking again- that we’ve been just acting out of any passion. But I did had fun with you –he protested.

-Sorry to say I didn’t... –she felt better after all.

-I guess I couldn’t draw your attention –he apologized.
-I’m sorry I let you carry away with all.
-Don’t worry –he smiled-, at least you helped me.
-Oh... that... –she hated it, but she did like to have contributed to raise his popularity- well, it was nothing.

-Friends? –He said offering her his hand.
-I guess... –she smiled- although you’ll have to work harder if you don’t want to bore me to death.

He put a ‘die’ expression, and the both of them laughed. After a while, those two departed. Sae was free.

-She’s broken up with Kato –Ryoko was still hiding from paparazzi. Ever since the day she got Ryo’s confession, she had been hiding at Maki’s place. Well, she first spend her first night at MaBo’s apartment, with Ryo, since he had gone to pick his kouhai up, after watching the whole scene Ryo had made for the TV camera. Then, she had been able to contact Maki and the other girls, and they had agreed to let her stay there, until paparazzi had calmed down. Ryo got it harder, since he couldn’t go near to his house, and Maki’s sister had been on charge to bring his stuff in and out of his apartment.
-What? –She was speaking to Ryo on the phone.

-Just thought you’d wanted to know.

-Why?

-You idiot! –She yelled- Just go and pass the news to your band mates.

-I don’t see why I should do it –he said foolishly-, you want Kato to beat me up?

-Those band mates no, you insane! –She yelled at him again- Just go and tell Maru, or Yasu.

-Ah –he said still not knowing why-, why?

-They’ll know! –She yelled again- Gotta go, bye -and she hung up. And Maki who had heard the conversation couldn’t wait to ask.
-Has she really broken up with him?

-Yes –and they both smiled, not knowing exactly why.

Track #10: Smart Mind(Skit)
He wasn’t feeling as fine as he thought he’d be after knowing that Jin Akanishi would finally graduate from their group. He remembered how hard it had been when he went away and was rescued later, and then he remembered that during the FURASHUU days he haven’t even thought about it. His friendship with Jin was rotten, but he didn’t even care, not until he knew he was out for sure and that Jin had obtained a certain privilege.

-Did you want to go solo as well? – That cute assistant of his, the one that lately he had been lucky to have, was reading his mind.
-Is not exactly like that –he said trying to not sound rude-, I always thought the group had split right after Jin left the first time, but I guess that deep inside I liked it like it originally was. Am I that easy to read?

She blushed, suddenly Saki had realised that those words weren’t proper of her current status.

-It’s O.K. –he continued as seeing she was getting a little bit embarrassed.

-Is not you’re easy to read –she said finally-, you’re like a wall, but I’m getting used to understand your reactions. That’s all.
-I see... –he smiled with evilness- Lately you’ve been assisting me a lot. How come is that?
-I don’t really know –she said-, it seems that your current assistants got transferred to another place, or group... whatever it might be.
-And your sister? –He asked.
-Oh –she actually didn’t know why Maki haven’t been there the last three days-, she was probably called for some other job. I don’t really know, with that Ryo Nishikido scandal, her team mates had been busier.

-That was amusing –he laughed.
-Well... –she couldn’t contain herself- If you find it amusing... but I think that because of that, Akinishi-san departure was forced.
-Oh no, Saki-chan –he was too smart to be as fooled as the other jimusho boys and staff-, he was meant to go. But you’re right, they just popped it out because of something huge... Only that I’m not sure what it is exactly.

Track #11:  Compassion Part 2
He woke up, scared he quickly looked to his left, it was already 7 in the morning, but there she was, sleeping peacefully in her arms. Watching her funny sleepy face, he smiled to himself and kissed her forehead. Then she also awoke.
-Mmm? –She mumbled while opening her eyes.

-This –he said enthusiastically-. I’ve been waiting for a moment like this for a long time, you know?

-What moment? –She was still sleepy- Having to tell your mother that you got a girl you hated pregnant? –Her ironic mode was certainly ‘On’.

-No –he laughed though-. I mean this –he hugged her and kissed her deeply-.Waking up with you by my side, still sleeping in my arms being.

-Oh –she blushed and got awaken instantly-, that –she looked deeply into his eyes-. Are you sure that I didn’t poison you in some way?
-Not really... –he returned her piercing look, but couldn’t stand too long without kissing her again.
They got all lovey-dovey for a while, for the first time. Even knowing that would be a very tiresome day, they tried to enjoy that moment and spend that time the better they knew.
Later, at 9 a.m. , the first visitor came to Rei’s house. She hadn’t got too much time, but she had rushed to buy some vegetables at the grocery store nearby, some meat, and other stuff at the shops she used to go whenever she stayed there, having to reply with elegance to the questions concerning her belly. Since her neighbours were all very discrete, they understood faster than she had expected that her pregnancy was something too troublesome already to go and tell anyone else about it. She hadn’t revealed the father, but her next door clerks all guessed that he might be someone too famous to joke about it. However she had also told them that, despite it wasn’t the right moment and this would bring her and the father some complications, they both were happy for the baby they had conceived. Rei wasn’t looking for their blessings, but for their word they wouldn’t tell anybody that she was staying there in that state. Soon paparazzi and tabloids would try to find her.
-Come in okan –Junichi had gone with Rei to the door of Yume Ni Ai Ni to receive his mother. She was vowing her head, and helping her to get inside offering her a pair of slippers.
-You don’t have to... –his mother was trying to not force Rei’s auctions, but she still wanted to be a proper host.

-Do you want some green tea? –She asked. Rei always tried to have something to offer to her visitors, even when she hardly got them at that house.
-Oh, yes please –she replied-, but I don’t mean to be a bother.

-Please okan –Junichi sat beside her-, she’s already too nervous.
-I don’t see why –she said to her son-, you should be the one being nervous.
When Rei came back with her tea, she gladly accepted it and starting speaking.

-You don’t have to be that much scared –she smiled-, I’m not that Johnny-sama.
Rei smiled with a little relief and sat down with them. Junichi’s mother took her hands and continued with what she wanted to say.

-When Junichi told me that he had fallen for the person he had been torturing all along... –Rei’s face changed with a surprise expression. She looked at Okada’s face but he was already too embarrassed by his mother- I lectured him so much. But I felt so much proud when he told me he was going after you.
-Ahh... Really? –Junichi talked.

-You stay quiet –his mother didn’t want any interruptions-. I only want to say, that I understand the whole situation, but I hope you’ll be able to accept him, because he loves you so much –she turned her head to look directly at his son-. And because he can’t deny me the pleasure to become an Obaasan . 

The rest of the chat with Junichi’s mother was so nice. Rei felt lighter after that, but she knew that the worst was yet to come.

-Oh My God! –Inohara had stepped the first one inside Rei’s house. Forgetting they were there for such serious matters, he started looking here and there.
-Will you stop?! –He was scolded by Sakamoto.

When they were all sitting at the living room, Rei and Junichi both vowed to them in sign of thankfulness, but also to show them they were really ashamed of risking the band’s reputation like that.

-Get up Rei –Sakamoto went himself to make her stand up-, is not you who should be vowing.

-That’s right –Nagano looked at Okada and hid an evil smile. But this Time Junichi didn’t dare to spit an ‘Oi!’ or anything like that, since he knew that Nagano was right.
-Enough guys –Ken tried stopping them.
-You should be the one hating him the most –joked Inocchi-, didn’t he steal your woman?
-Now you’re saying it... –Ken started.
-Hey! –Junichi got up at once.

-Finally! –Sakamoto laughed- I was wondering how long would you be repenting of your sins.

-You guys! –He complained. It was obvious that his band mates only wanted to make him suffer a little just for fun.
-Leaving apart the jokes –Rei stopped them all-, I’m truly sorry and ashamed for what has happened –and she vowed again.
-Get up I said –Sakamoto got her body back to its natural position again-, we only hate Okada. You can join the band when Johnny-san expels him.
They all laughed so hard at that one. Rei started crying, of laugher, joy, and emotion. She was so touched by V6’s members tenderness towards her.

-Don’t cry –Ken said.

-Hey –Junichi was about to embrace her when Nagano and Inocchi took his place to comfort her-, Hey! –He complained.

-Since when did you got that intimate? –Asked Sakamoto feeling apart.
-She was my favourite manager! –Said Inocchi.
-Rei always listened at me while I talked about food –Nagano said seriously.

-And right after you’d finished, she run to the closest ramen ya to fill her tank –Inocchi concluded, and they all laughed.

-I can’t help it –Rei blushed-, food’s a weakness I’ve got. And that time I was pregnant already.
-What? –All of them stood up shocked by that revelation.

-If you think about it –said Okada-, She’s three months pregnant now.
-How did that happen? –Morita was the most shocked of them all- I always thought that you would end up with Ken.
-Enough –Ken complained-, it was a hard time for me to move on.

-I’m sorry –she said to him.
-Don’t be –he said-, if it hadn’t been for me, you two would’ve never end up being together.
-So is Ken who we have to expel for Rei’s pregnancy? –Asked Inocchi with another one of his jokes. They all laughed and teased Ken, after a little while, Rei appeared with some food for them.

-How much I like you! –Said Nagano not waiting to eat his part.
-After this –Sakamoto also jumped into the wagon-, sure you can join the band. Expelling Okada and Miyake will be an insignificant loss...

-Then –Morita was so amused-, what’ll happen to Kamisen?

-You can just form a duo with Rei –said Inocchi.

-Oh –Morita took a second to think-,that sounds really cool.

Okada was happy to see how his band mates were taking all that situation, that way of joking was a very cute way to show them their support.
Everything was going fine until the bell rung again. Rei and Okada went together to see he might be, to their surprise, there he was, Johnny-sama in person.

-Please –said Rei vowing as much as she could-, come inside –she quickly looked for a pair of free slippers. Luckyly she had bought enough that day at the nearby shop.

Kitagawa-sama entered all serious, not surprised to see all V6 in there, whose members were respectfully vowing and staring at him with attention.

-I assume you’re all here to accompany them in the disgrace –he said in a scary tune.
-Well –Sakamoto never lose a battle with his jimusho’s CEO-, whatever it has to be, we’re all one.

-Good to know –he said as all the members were siding with Okada and Rei.
-Please –Rei dared to break the rules, once again-, I might not be polite, and not your most liked person, but if you’ve come under my roof, I’ve got to treat you as the rest of my guests –Johnny-sama looked at her not believing her braveness-, so please take a seat and, if you want something to drink, I can offer you tea, water or even some sake.
And when she finished saying that she vowed as low as she could,waiting for his reply.

-You sure know some manners... –he said- I don’t need any drinks, but thank you for offering –however, he did sit down- You can get up –he said. Nobody had dared to make Rei stand, knowing that would’ve had hurt her pride-, I don’t want them saying that Kitagawa made vow such low a poor pregnant woman.
Rei got up slowly and sat down besides Okada, facing their unexpected guest.
-You may be all wondering why I came here –he started-. Well, There are some matters that must be solved. 
>>I’m not going to say that I don’t mind this but, after some consideration time and some little advice from my own sister, I came to realise that the worst has already been done.

>>From now on –he looked directly at Rei, who was lowering her sight to not be disrespectful-, you’ll have to suffer a lot of pressure coming from the media, and V6’s fans will definitely be against the woman who took their idol away. However, the best way to let this out is saying that Okada and his current girlfriend, who he’d been dating for a long time, have conceived a baby. And that after all, you were already considering marriage, so you decided to keep it. We’ll also say that the reason why we waited is because the girlfriend only knew it one month after and then she had to be out of the country, so we wanted to wait until everything could be ready.

He stopped, perhaps waiting for Okada, Sakamoto or Rei herself to say something. But nobody dared to comment that decision.
-You don’t have anything to say? –He said looking at them all –Rei?

-As long as it doesn’t makes Okada look like a bad man –she said starting to gain some confidence- is fine to me.
-Well –he stared at her-, after all, we cannot go and tell that a smart girl trapped him with a belly, which is what I thought at first.

-I understand –she said-, but even if Johnny-sama doesn’t believes us –her eyes were starting to show its usual fire- is not how it went. And even if it had went like this, this would be the worst for Junichi and I would hate it.
-Is it like that? –he said defiantly.
-Excuse me but –she had returned-, even if I don’t mean that much for Johnny-sama, haven’t you already punished me enough? –Sakamoto got really surprised for Rei’s reaction but, deep inside, he was rooting on for her to strongly oppose Johnny-sama – It was way too far what Johnny-sama did with Hiroki-kun, if you decided to punish me, you should had come directly to me and leave him alone. There’s too much people that Johnny-sama hurt unnecessarily –he was about to reply but Rei stand strong-, I know what you’re going to say: That I’ve done the same to V6’s and Okada’s fans. But what happened in my case wasn’t done in purpose not premeditated to punish anyone.

-You sure got some guts –he said when she finished-. But no, -he continued- I might said that Hiroki-kun wouldn’t be able to come back to Kanjani nor NEWS out of rage but... –he got up to approach Rei- that decision was already taken some time ago. I just used you to let it out before it was planned it.
-Nice –she said bitterly, and all the men in the room got actually scared of her facial expression. So defiant.

-I guess –he smiled at her-, that your punishment it will be also my own redemption.
-What do you mean? –She was now confused.

-I don’t know you –he said again-, but I know you do have some almighty protectors in this agency. I know you don’t need it –he said tending his right hand to her-, but in return for letting this go, I’ll request you to start working for me once you’ve delivered your baby.
-For you? –Rei was now as much confused as the rest of the people in there.
-Yes –he smiled, still tending his hand to her-, for me. Noriyuki Higashiyama himself recommended it to me.

Rei felt a little explosion of fire inside her and slowly shook her hand with Johnny-sama’s. Sakamoto looked at that scene very astonished: sure that Rei was an amazing woman. Kitagawa-san didn’t know who he was facing to.

Track #12: Some Scandal
London had been so cold. It was almost Spring, but the wet weather there had killed Otome’s throath and she was so much happy to wrap her duties there, take her band, and go home. Helen was still trying to assume what she had been doing those days there: missing her personal toy. But he wasn’t her toy, he’d never been her toy. Tatsuya already realised of it ages ago, but for Helen, acknowledging she wasn’t playing anymore, was too much. He hadn’t dared to called it ‘love’, but he knew his addiction to Helen Otome was something he would never recover of.

-I’m  on my way –she was even calling him-, but it seems I shall stop somewhere else first.
Tatsuya complained: He was dying to spend some time alone with her. But he comforted himself thinking that once she would appear, he’d never give her a truce.

-What was that much important? –She had rushed to meet her old team of managers, because Yamamoto had called her with urgent news.

-Nothing –Yumiko Yamamoto smiled with evilness-, I only wanted you to spend some time with Ryoko before she goes.

-What? –She was furious- I could’ve gone to Spain later.

-You’re always too busy for things like those –Ryoko complained and hugged her friend-, long time no see!
They had gathered at Rei’s club, as they had been doing for the last six days, ever since all that Ryo/Ryoko situation started. Helen had rushed there because, only because, she had thought that perhaps they had found Rei’s whereabouts. She had tried looking for her at London, but Rei had flown away. Her workers weren’t telling her whether Rei had been there or not, but she felt that Rei had spent there some time, and she had just slipped away before Helen could scold her.
-We’ve missed you –said Sae.

-She’s got some news, you know? –Ryoko pushed her sister.

-What news? –Otome was too dizzy already, they were wasting her precious time.

-I... –Sae didn’t want to be lectured- I broke up Shige-kun.
-Really? –Helen was confused- Such a disappointment –She actually liked him.

-Whatever... –Maki was there observing them- does anybody know why Keiko isn’t here yet?

-Hey! –Helen got a little bit upset- Hello there...

-Oh, -Maki excused herself, she had forgotten to greet her- I’m sorry... Helo Otome –she hugged her-. Excuse me, but I’m a little bit worried. Lately, Keiko has been acting too sneaky.

-Who’s been sneaky? –There she was. Otome looked at her, not knowing exactly what Maki had meant with that.

-YOU! –Sae and Maki yelled at once.

-I’m sorry... –Otome perceived a weird feeling coming from her.

-You –Otome spoke directly to Keiko.

-Me? –She blushed- Oh, yes... Hello Helen! –And she hugged her.

-No, no, no... –Helen approached her eyes- YOU. There’s something fishy coming from you.

-You even beat Yamamoto-sama –Keiko laughed.

-What? –Yumiko was too lost with what was going on between Helen Otome and Keiko.

-I don’t want to know what I smell on you –continued Helen, then she approached her to whisper on her ear- Who’s he?

-Later, -Keiko returned the whisper- there’s something else I’ve got to say.

Helen’s eyes opened widely. What was the meaning of those words?

-Girls... –Keiko started again, like the last five or six days.

-Oh, Jin’s going overseas! –Ryoko interrupted her giving Helen the news.

-Really? –Helen got distracted for a second.

-GIRLS! –Keiko exploded- When are you going to listen to the rest of my sentence?! –She was angry- I’ve been trying to tell you for days and you always switched the subject before I could!

-Could do what? –Maki was starting to worry. Maybe they had skipped Keiko’s attempts to talk.

-Oh... –Ryoko’s face was filled with shame- I’m sorry.

-Whatever, -Helen cut her- what were you going to say?

-I’ve been trying to tell you girls –Keiko begun-, Rei’s back. 
-WHAT?! –They all yelled at once. Suddenly they felt angry. They felt angry with Rei for not telling it, and angry with themselves for not listening to Keiko’s words.

-Calm down! –Keiko protested. And the girls, all sat down at the same time-I couldn’t tell you before, but the truth is that I haven’t seen her either.

-You haven’t seen her? –Helen was confused- Then how do you know she’s here?

-It’s a long story –Keiko continued-, but first I need you to promise you won’t do anything unnecessary, since everything’s set up now. 

-What’s going on? –Asked Mari.
-Well –Keiko said-, I don’t know the details but, it seems, that Rei had an affair with Okada while being on the jimusho and she decided to leave after knowing...

-Wait, wait, wait... –Ryoko interrupted her- Okada? –She looked at the other girls who were as astonished as her- Okada? –Then she started laughing hysterical- What a bitch!

-I’m amazed –were the only words Otome could say.

-Girls –Keiko scolded them-, we don’t know the details... and, anyway, it seems it was a complicated relationship.

-But... –Yumiko was starting to react- How do you know all that?
-Not now –Otome made her shut up and Yumiko showed an ‘OK... OK...’ look.

-You cut me –Keiko tried to re-gain her conversation- before I could tell you that she left because she got pregnant.

-WHAT!!!!!!!! –Now all the girls, except Keiko, even Otome, were screaming.

-CALM DOWN! –Keiko tried to stop their buzz- I said it was complicated.

-Complicated? –Otome was frozen- This is far way more than complicated!

-I hope that she aborted it... –started Ryoko.
-Ryoko-chan! –Keiko was upset, Ryoko looked at her not knowing why- Rei left to not compromise Okada’s career. 

-She’s pregnant?! –Helen felt she would collapse.

-Oh My God –Yumiko was shocked-, how come I didn’t know?

-Only Mary-sama, TOKIO’s members, V6’s and Kitagawa-san know about it.

-Aha! –Helen said, but no-one else understood why. Only Keiko, who threw her a look that make her go quiet.

-They’ve already decided what to do –she said-, I’m sure that she vanished to not concern us nor harm us.
-Well –Sae spoke-, that might be her point.

-Anyway –Yumiko was still astonished that she hadn’t been called by Mary-sama to solve that-, she went too far.

-Yumiko –Keiko stopped her-, we don’t know the details.

-That’s right, you don’t know any details –they all froze. That voice have come from the outside. They all turned their heads to see a ghost appear-, you see? These are my friends –before anyone of them could reply, the newcomer talked again-, thanx hun –she was accompanied by two of those Johnny’s. And one of them was way familiar to them- You wanna stay?

-Is O.K. Rei –he smiled-, they will be already mad at me for not saying anything.
-Fine –she laughed-, you dare to touch Uchi, you’ll got to deal with me first- and touching her belly she took a seat-, Junichi, meet my friends. Friends, meet my future husband and father of my child.
Track #13: I See True Colors
It had all been a shock. The girls had been too moved by Rei’s news, and couldn’t assume it all at once. They had been speaking for two hours, before the news were official. That afternoon Okada made a press conference, saying he was sorry he hadn’t revealed it before, but that her future wife was a hard-working woman who only wished to live without the media pressure. Okada also said that he knew he had taken the steps the wrong way, but he was sure he’d would done exactly the same things he did, maybe in a different order, with the same woman.
Nearly all the media got a profile of who that outrageous woman, who had taken away Okada from her fans, was and had decided to not write too badly about her: Too powerful, perhaps. Those were Rei’s deepest secrets. That hidden power was the thing Kitagawa-san had sensed the day Rei had faced him. The truth was that Rei was a too respected person in what she did, and Japanese media didn’t dare upset the International music’s industry media.

-Why didn’t you stay in Osaka? –Otome was asking her when they had gone to send off Ryoko.

-The earlier I start facing it, the better –she smiled.

-You can’t help to understand them, don’t you? –Maki put her right hand on her shoulder.

-Ryoko’s lucky –she said-, people are actually praising her for being able to trap such wild bird.
-Oh –Otome looked at her again-, aren’t you lucky?
-I guess... –Rei laughed-, but is not like you all think –she put back her serious mode-. It was a hell. Before we both knew our real feelings, it was a hell.

-Really? –Otome couldn’t believe her.

-Why I would lie? –Rei got into the car.
-By the way –Sae tried changing the subject-, were did Keiko go?
-You better not worry about her –said Maki-chan.

-Yeah –Rei smiled-, we better not worry. She won’t get something like this –she touched her belly and all of them got shocked after seeing how Rei was able to actually joke about her pregnancy.

-Anyway –Sae insisted-, I wanna know who.
-You won’t know –their driver replied.

-That’s my boy –Rei stuffed his hair.
-That’s unfair! –Sae complained- All of you have guessed it already!

-Well –Maki laughed-, it wasn’t harder to find out.
-Where are we going? –Asked Otome.

-Didn’t you know? –Rei smiled- Kanjani’s throwing a little concert to celebrate their return.

-Are you going there? –Otome was petrified.

-Of course –She smiled-, It’s my first step on this war.
-Which war? –Sae was lost.

-Oh –Hiroki wasn’t losing his focus-, she got really upset after I got officially parted from my form bands. Rei insists in not letting Kitagawa force this into her.

-You’re totally insane! –Otome scolded her.
-Well –she smiled with evilness-, I’m gonna be his right hand. Fans might kill me, but I’ll go through any fire to protect my people.

-Isn’t she lovely? –Uchi said.
An hour later, they arrived to the settled place. Fans where gathering there wanting to go inside, buy some of the special goods, or simply look and chat with other fans. Rei didn’t hesitate at all when she step out the care and started walking directly to Yoyogi’s first gymnasium. It wasn’t too late until Kanjani’s fans noticed her, they all got quiet and looked at her. She knew they were all mumbling and criticising her, some might be even cursing her bones. But she stood up and waited for her friends to accompany her.

-Look... –some girls were saying.

-That’s her? –Some others asked.

-How can she? –A few more were saying.

-Rei –Uchi had appeared with his typical bodyguards-, I’ll escort you.
Suddenly, all the fans there saw Hiroki Uchi and got contraried. What was he doing with that woman?

-YOU! –A fan had approached her, Uchi tried protecting her, but Rei got him steping back.

-Is O.K. –She said-, even if they slap me, I’ll face it.

-YOU! –The fan kept on- Damn! Rei! –And she started screaming and hugging her while all the fans, who had gathered to see what was going on, were looking confused.

-Jeez! –She laughed- Chi-chan! –She returned the hug. That would be one of the few fans that would still accept her.
-Girls! –That fan turned her head to call some friends- Is Rei! I told you!

Then a ten girls group approached them and started greeting her. Rei told Uchi to go, that would’ve been too risky for him, and Kitagawa-san sure wouldn’t like it.

-I’m a Junior now –he replied-, who cares? –And he stayed beside her.

-They’re my friends –she smiled-, if they hadn’t decide to voodoo me after this –she showed her belly.
-How come? –One of the girls complained- We don’t hate you Rei!

-You gave us quite a shock though –another one said.
-I don’t know about Okada’s fans –a third one followed-, but we approve.
Rei looked around her: The faces of Kanjani’s fans didn’t look that much friendly. Her friends also turned their heads, and looked around. Suddenly someone yelled <<-It’s Hiroki!>> and the chaos was created.

-Wait! –Rei yelled. And, amazingly, the fans contained themselves. Rei took a second to breathe- I know you all might hate me, or simply believe I’m a bitch...

-We don’t think that! –Someone yelled from the crowd being.

-Yeah! –One of her friends replied- Rei’s an eighter!

-More than that –someone from the crowd arise-, she’s a Pinku Eighter!

Who that girl was, Rei didn’t know. But it seemed the girl knew exactly what Rei was in the Kanjani fandom.

-When nobody had faith –that girl kept on-, she had it.
-That’s right –another one arise-, I used to read your blog. I wasn’t sure it were you. But, who else can it be?

And by Rei’s surprise, her old-fellow Hiroki fans were now appearing in front of her.
-I don’t know what to say –Rei was about to cry-, apart that I hope you always keep those beliefs in mind –she smiled-, and come whenever a V6’s fan tries to kill me –they all laughed-. Well girls –she continued-, I’m so much touched, I’ll remember this in the future, when I’ve got thought times to get through... but now I should take our Pinku inside. I’m sorry.
And by Hiroki’s surprise, Rei got him slowly, and they all sneaked inside the gymnasium without any trouble.

Maybe that had been only an Oasis in the middle of an upcoming desert storm, but it had made Rei and, of course, his protégé’s day. 

Outro: Perhaps, Perhaps, Perhaps...

-Rei? –Sae had lost inside the backstage, right after all the party had got inside.
-No, -someone replied to her- she went to her seat.

Sae didn’t turn around. Something called her attention: The fans were singing all along at ‘Kiss Is the Master Key’.

-They’ve must seen Hiroki go in –Sae said to herself. But then she saw Hiroki inside, talking to Ryo-.Weird.

-WoW! –Someone had got into the backstage room –I asked Natsu-chan what was going on, and she doesn’t know.

-Yeah –Ryo said-, they have seen you outside and now they’re calling for you. How unfair.

Fans were singing one of Uchi’s solos, and he wasn’t even outside. That was their reply to what Kitagawa-san had said some days ago.

-The weirdest thing –Yasu got inside-, is that they’re all holding along with their arms on each other’s shoulder and Rei’s there.
-My Gosh... –Uchi said- If Kitagawa-san knows...

-Let her do –Otome said-, you should know how strong she is already, especially when it comes to you.
-I’m amazed –Sae said, and then she saw him. There he was, the black ranger, not noticing her presence.
-That’s a lot of love! –Yokoyama said, and then he saw her.

Both of them looked at each other not knowing what else to say. Certainly the atmosphere was somehow tense.

-Just hope they’ve saved some of their love for us... –said Ryo.
-There’s always more love for Eito –said Sae.
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